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IV. Definitions of Competitors S0 pres sure 1545
For the purpose of fair classification, the following guidelines are stated to define Competitors.

Amateur: Amateurs are entry level Consumers who are beginning their involvement with car audio sports and MECA.
Amateurs pay for equipment and installation, or do the installation work themselves, or with assistance. Amateur Competitors
own all of their system components and may not borrow equipment for the contest. Amateurs have no employment history
with any business involved with the 12-Volt Industry nor are not related (includes girlfriend, fiancee, spouse) to Professionals

or Manufacturers who are in the 12-Volt Industry. Success and participation at sanctioned events by MECA or other organiza-
tions (Examples: competing at a Finals event, high ranking, 2 or more years as a member in another organization) may prohibit
competing as an Amateur. Any Competitor who has been a State Champion or World Champion in MECA is not considered an
Amateur. Anyone who is or has been a Judge in MECA or any other sound-off organization is not an Amateur.

Consumer: Anyone who purchases equipment and installation services at normal prices available to the general public, and/
or does the installation work themselves, is a Consumer. Consumers have no employment history with any business involved
with the 12-Volt Industry and are not related to Professionals or Manufacturers who are in the 12-Volt Industry. Consumers are
not sponsored competitors.

Sponsored: Any Competitor who receives equipment and/or installation services for free or at a discounted price, which is not
available to the general public, is considered sponsored. Competitors who receive financial compensation or reimbursements,
example: travel equipment or expenses, are also considered sponsored.

Professional: Anyone involved in the 12-Volt Industry, in any capacity, qualifies as a Professional. Anyone employed by a
12-volt related business or related to someone who works in a 12-volt related business is a Pro: retail sales, installation, manage-
ment, or ownership. Anyone who leaves the mobile electronics industry is considered a Pro, but they may petition the MECA
Rules & Ethics Committee to change the classification. Decisions made by the MECA Rules & Ethics Committee are final.
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